
There are lots of people in our
world that are overly concerned about
law-abiding people carrying guns for
self-defense. Their concerns are real but
they’re driven by simple ignorance. 

Most people who never carry guns
know little more about them other than
what they learn watching television
shows or movies. The gifted people
working in special effects have given
mere handguns incredible and even
magical powers. This is aggravated by
ignorant or deceitful journalists who
inaccurately describe weapons involved
in news stories. Remember, sensational-
ism and exaggeration is what sells
books, movies, and newspapers. People
shot don’t instantly lose the ability to
continue their assault and more than 60
percent of those shot with any weapon
survive.

A handgun is little more than a tool
that may give you or a family member a
way to escape from an unthinkable
event alive. I equate carrying a handgun
to wearing a seat belt while driving. It
only provides limited protection.If you
understand the limitations that firearms
have, then you will know only too well,
that it’s far better to avoid violent con-
flicts whenever possible, even while
carrying a gun.

Here are some myths and reality
about the law-abiding with guns.

1. Packing a gun does not make any-
one smarter, braver, taller or meaner. It
does provide a legitimate method of
self-defense in a society, where violent
thugs commit horrible crimes every day.

2. Guns are dangerous and will dis-
charge on their own. Modern defensive
firearms are redundantly-safe and it
requires intentional effort or reckless-
ness to injure anyone.

3. Law-abiding people with guns will
simply use them on others out of anger. 

The key words here are, law-abid-
ing. We all have tempers but what sepa-
rates criminals from the law-abiding is
the ability to control one’s behavior. 

Most Americans have a deadly
weapon under their control for extended
periods every day. That weapon is the
automobile. We all get angry at other
drivers, but very few of us use our 3,000
pound vehicles to intentionally-kill or
maim. Thankfully, road rage violence is
rare, when you consider the number of
vehicles present and moving on our
streets.

We do know that criminals use cars
as weapons.Everyone has legal access to
gasoline and matches, but few use them
to hurt others. Those that do are crimi-
nals.

The fact is criminal violence is, but
for very rare exceptions, acts committed
by people who are well-known for that
kind of behavior. They start young, and
those acts get the attention of family
members and authorities. Too many of
these people are allowed to exploit the
revolving doors of our jails and are free
to inflict plenty of horror on others.

There are lots of laws that prohibit
these people from possession and
unlawful use of arms that are simply
unenforceable in a free society. 

Criminals by their very nature don’t
care about any laws. Only the law-abid-
ing care about the prohibitions and laws
established by civilized society.
Denying the law-abiding the means to
self-defense only enables the dangerous
people we have allowed to roam our
streets to victimize the innocent. 
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